
Monthly Saint Article 

 

Well, we’ve made it through Feb-

ruary, more or less.  I’m hoping 

that March will be less snowy, 

but I think I’m hoping in vain. 

This month’s article is a con-

tinuation of February’s article of 

Sister Dorothy Stang.  I will be the first to tell you, 

that I found it impossible to tell you of all the places 

she went in Brazil and all the people that she helped.  

I purposely left out the majority of city names, just 

because there were so many places that she lived and 

worked.  If you want to know in detail, please read 

“The Greatest Gift: The Courageous Life and Martyr-

dom of Sister Dorothy Stang,” by Binka Le Breton. 

I will be holding a movie night to show the video. 

“They Killed Sister Dorothy” on March 26th from 7-

9ish.  I am working on getting someone from her 

home base in Cincinnati to come up and talk with us 

about her, but I can’t make any promises about that.  

This night is for adults only, and it’s bring a snack to 

share type of night. 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at 

katie_aj@juno.com or 293-3643. 

Katie 

The resources I used were: 

 A 2-hour interview with Sr. Dorothy’s younger sister, Barb 

 Breton, Binka; “The Greatest Gift: The Courageous Life 

and Martyrdom of Sister Dorothy Stang;” 2007; published by 

Doubleday. 

 DVD – “They Killed Sister Doro-

thy.” 

 Wikipedia 

   

March 2014 
(Person who ought to be a) Saint Article: 

Sr. Dorothy Stang 

July 7, 1931 – February 12, 2005 
(Part 2 – Brazil) 

Before I get into Sr. Dorothy’s time and service in 

Brazil, there is quite a bit of background that needs to 

be understood, so that you can understand the environ-

ment that was in place when she went there.  I have a 

map that will have the important areas marked, so that 

you can see where she was living.  I do want to men-

tion that it is impossible for me to mention all the 

places Sr. Dorothy went in Brazil.  If you are inter-

ested in learning of all the places that she lived and 

worked, please read, “The Greatest Gift: The Coura-

geous Life and Martyrdom of Sr. Dorothy Stang,” by 

Binka Le Breton.   (article continued on page 13) 

Anapu - Site of 

Sr. Dorothy’s 

Murder 

I’m reading a 

book about anti-

gravity. I just 

can’t put it down! 
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ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE & 

DISTRIBUTION OF ASHES:  

Wednesday, Mar 5th, in chapel,  at 7:00 

PM...Reconciliation Service and Distribu-

tion of Ashes. As we begin Lent, this will 

be a time to reflect on our relationship with 

Jesus and one another. Please join us ...there 

will be an opportunity for private confes-

sions following the service. Fr. Tom 

Schroer will be our Presider. 

Spaghetti Dinner Coming Up 

     Saturday, March 15 
Check your calendar! Then clear your calendar for Saturday, 

March 15.  

Your QAC high school students will be hosting their 10th An-

nual Spaghetti Dinner that evening.  

The Spaghetti Dinner is an occasion that you do not want to 

miss. It is, of course, the highlight of the QAC social calendar. 

(Apologies to other popular events on the QAC social calen-

dar.) Everyone who is anyone (and some folks who are just 

'pretenders') will be there.  

Si Lounge is transformed into your favorite Italian restaurant. 

Our lighting and decorating professionals (well, they would be 

professionals if someone would pay them) do a miraculous job 

making this transformation happen. 

You will find many teenage and slightly older volunteers at 

your service dedicated to making your evening a memorable 

one. With valets to park your car, the finest piano music, mood 

lighting, the most attentive service in the Bergamo area and 

the best spaghetti that Brad can cook – how can you go 

wrong? 

Dinner is $9 for adults and $5 for children. This bargain price 

includes drinks and dessert (unless your favorite drink is beer 

or wine in which case there is a nominal charge for beverages). 

And do not forget that there is famous Silent Auction run si-

multaneously with the Dinner. This is a great opportunity to 

view and bid on artwork from talented QAC'ers and a variety 

of high quality items that you will not find at your average si-

lent auction. An evening spent at the Spaghetti Dinner is not 

complete without a bid or two (hopefully successful) on some 

nice things that “you can't live without”. 

And the best news is that all the funds raised by the Spaghetti 

Dinner and the Silent Auction go to funding the Mariainist re-

treats and mission trips that our high school students go on. So 

it is for a great cause. 

You may reserve your favorite dinner time with our cheerful 

reservation staff after mass in the vestibule  

Wednesday, March 26 

You’ve read Katie Metzmaier’s article, now 

come see the video that tells about Sr. 

Dorothy Stang. Katie will be showing 

“They Killed Sister Dorothy” in Si Lounge 

at 7pm.   

SPECIAL NOTE: Katie spoke to one of Sr. 

Dorothy’s closest friends, Sr. Jane Krumm. 

Sr. Jane might be coming with some of theo 

thers from the Sisters of Notre Dame to 

watch the video. No promises, but it sounds 

hopeful! 

I just changed my 

iPod’s name to Titanic. 

It’s syncing now... 

I tried catching fog 

once, but I mist. 



The Summons 

a Queen of Apostles Community Day of Renewal 

“Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don’t know and never be the 

same?” 

By now you are all wondering what is this Sum-

mons? Maybe you have seen something about it in the 

SPIRIT or in the bulletin, but it wasn’t specific enough to 

entice you or answer any of your many questions? Then 

now is the time to take a moment in your busy day and 

read about this wonderful day that is being put together 

just for you.  

Queen of Apostles Community is a very special 

place. Many of us knew that the first time we entered the 

doors, some of us grew into it as we continued to come 

here and get involved, and others only realize it as they left 

for home for the first time or moved away. But as with 

every special place and person in our lives, this community 

requires attention, focus, and work to keep it going. We 

have an outstanding number of people in this community 

who contribute to forming and nurturing the continued 

growth and development of our mission.   

Part of the QAC mission, in fact in the preamble 

of the QAC Constitution, calls us to embrace the mission 

of renewal proposed by Vatican II. Renewal—the simple 

act of taking time to rejuvenate, restore, and regenerate our 

hearts. As a community of mission, of love, and of family 

we are led by the Holy Spirit to renew our hearts, minds, 

and connection with each other. That is exactly what the 

Summons is about.  

For one afternoon, we are asking you to listen to 

God’s call to come and celebrate this community. To cele-

brate the Spirit which summons us, the family of God we 

nurture, and most of all our commitment to this journey of 

shared faith and communion with God.  

Our hopes are that we will come together and 

have an opportunity to laugh, pray, reflect, and share with 

one another. That by taking one afternoon from our busy 

lives we can renew ourselves knowing that spring and the 

new life of Easter will soon be here.   

“Will you let your life be grown in you and you 

in me?” 

    Peace of Christ, 

    Maggie Atkinson  



MONTH OF THE YOUNG CHILD 
 

EARLY YEARS ARE LEARNING YEARS 
                      Saturday, April 5, 2014   11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 

Town & Country Shopping Center 
Far Hills Ave & Stroop Road, Kettering, Ohio 

 

FREE sensory, large and small motor activities, art, music, 

 storytelling, & safety demonstrations especially for young children 

 

Entertainment: 11:15 a.m. Storytelling by the Dayton Metro Library 

                           12:00 p.m. Music is a Blast with Larry Slocum 

                             1:15 p.m. Webby Dance Company 

 

Activities in Town & Country Center Atrium from 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

                     

 Dayton Children’s: Teddy Bear Clinic & Bike Helmet Fittings 

                                  Free bike helmets while supplies last 

 

 Community Resource Information from area agencies 

 

 Community Preschool and Child Care Centers  

                                                          

Sponsored by: Dayton Association for Young Children 

Dayton Metro Library 

Dayton Children’s Hospital 

Town & Country Shopping Center 

 

Support from: 
University of Dayton Bombeck Family Learning Center 

 

For details check the DAYC website www.daytonayc.org  

                                
                          



When chemists 

die, do they 

barium? 

This girl said she recognized me 

from the Vegetarian Club, but I 

never met herbivore.  

Did you hear about the 

cross-eyed teacher 

who lost her job be-

cause she couldn’t 

control her pupils? 
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Seniors’ Corner 
 

January was very cold and wintery.  The 

Almanac predicted 5 degrees above nor-

mal.  It was probably 10 degrees below 

normal.  What a chilling disappointment.  

Because of the cold and snowy weather I 

postponed the January Mid Winter Revival.  

But please note "Mark Your Calendar" below.   

  

With March comes Saint Patrick's Day and its annual cele-

bration.  Of course Saint Patrick's Day and Harrigans Pub at 

4070 Marshall Rd is a tradition with several of the seniors 

from QAC.  The Father Son and Friends will perform there 

in the morning from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM.  I will have 

some soda bread to be washed down with the Geinness while 

we cheer, clap and sing with them.  Then for the evening 

there is Corned Beef and Cabbage pot luck supper at Si 

Lounge.   

  

Monday March 17th  Saint Patrick's Day Party.  Si Lounge 

5:00 till 11:00PM 

Of course there will be Corned Beef and Cabbage and I will 

also bake up some chicken.  This is becoming nearly an an-

nual event.  Signup will be taken Sunday March 9th and 16th 

after mass or you can call be at 426-7260.  You will be asked 

to bring snacks, soda bread, salad, desert or pop, BROB.  

After supper we will have several types of games, cards, 

conversation or you can  listen to relaxing Irish music and 

limericks of the Celtic Woman with your desert or soda 

bread. 

  

Mark Your Calendar 

 

Saturday April 26, 2014 Si Lounge 5:00 till 11:00 PM  

Welcome in Spring with the postponed Mid Winter Revival 

Pot Luck Supper. I will fry up some Wisconsin fish and bake 

up some Yard Bird for the main course. If spring is normal, 

which I hope, the Red Buds should be in full bloom.  This is 

a very colorful time at Mt. St. John 

1 TERESA BLANKEN 

1 AMANDA LYNN GALE 

1 MICHELLE PETRIE 

2 SARAH CARNER 

2 BARBARA LOBBESTAEL 

6 MATT GAHRIS 

6 TISHA GOLDEN 

6 BARBARA MORGAN 

6 JUSTIN MORRIS 

8 PATRICIA FECHER 

8 JERRY WIESBECKER 

9 MATTHEW BROOKEY 

11 JESSICA BUESCHER 

13 QUINTON EVANS 

13 ADAM NICKELL 

13 RUSS POTYRALA 

16 PAT CHMIEL 

17 IAN MEASURES 

19 CADENCE ROSENBERG 

20 BETSY BLODGETT 

22 PAT HERMAN 

24 MONICA DONOHOO 

25 MARTI QUAKENBUSH 

25 VALERIE WIESBECKER 

26 JOHN WEISSGARBER 

27 STEPHANIE BENNETT 

27 WENDY CHMIEL 

27 JASON CLYBURN 

27 CHLOE NEER 

27 LINDA PITZER 

28 JOSEPH CANTZ 

29 CHERIE ANNE HERBERT 

29 DAN HUSER 

30 DAVE ULRING 

31 CAROL BOURNE 

I stayed up all night to see 

where the sun went. Then 

it dawned on me... 



Social Justice  

 Update on Typhoon Haiyan (Yolanda 

in the Philippines) funds 

Following the devastation caused by 

Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines 

that costed thousands of lives and dis-

placed millions of families, QAC gen-

erously contributed money to help the 

victims.  The funds were made out to QAC and directly to 

Nimfa Simpson.  Nimfa and Jack Simpson also collected from 

friends, relatives and students.  The funds were allocated as 

follows: 

 Relatives of Dennis Hernit and Susan Fraker whose homes 

were destroyed and required rebuilding. 

 Fely Ramos and family who lost two brothers, a sister in 

law and a nephew.  The funds were disbursed through NImfa’s 

family to give directly to the victim. 

St. Scholastica School and Hospital.  This is a school operated 

by the Benedictine nuns that was completely destroyed.  The 

school lost many of its staff and students.    We present a thank 

you letter from Sister Adelaida Ygrubay, OSB Prioress. 

Thank you for your outpouring of support.  There is much yet to 

be done to help the displaced families.  New York Times has an 

interactive link on how some of the victims are coping:   

http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/

SB10001424052702304888404579380093360045698?

mod=e2tw 

Missionary Benedictine Sisters 
ST. SCHOLASTICA’S PRIORY 

2560 LEON GUINTO ST., P.O. BOX 2734 

MALATE, MANILA, PHILIPPINES 

 

28 January 2014 

Dear Ms. Nimfa Simpson and friends, 

Greetings from Manila! 

In behalf of our Sisters in St. Scholastica’s College-Tacloban, I thank you for your donation 

(please see attached receipt).   

I include in this letter photos of our school (before and after Typhoon Yolanda) and the tem-

porary location at the Divine Word University compound.  The school was only three years 

where it was, but because of its proximity to the sea, we have decided not to rebuild the school 

there.  It is our hope that we can soon find some property on which to relocate the school.   

The Divine Word Fathers gave us permission to use the Janssen Building on the 12th of De-

cember 2013.  Our Sisters worked with the employees of the school and the construction crew 

to prepare the building.  On January 15, 2014, classes reopened with 580 college students and 

95 basic education students (GS and HS).  The Basic Education also opened on the 15th of 

January but classes are held in tents on the grounds of the old site.  When classes end in 

March, the Basic Education Department of the school will be temporarily closed until there is 

a permanent campus. 

As you can see, rehabilitation will still take a long time and require a lot of work.  Your dona-

tion will help us make our dream of a new campus to offer quality education to the youth of 

Leyte and Samar a reality. 

God bless you all! 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 

 

Sister Adelaida Ygrubay, OSB Prioress 

http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052702304888404579380093360045698?mod=e2tw
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052702304888404579380093360045698?mod=e2tw
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052702304888404579380093360045698?mod=e2tw


St. Scholastica’s College – Tacloban 

(foreground is the Sisters’ Convent, to the 

extreme left is the Gymnasium) before ty-

phoon Yolanda (Haiyan) 

St. Scholastica’s College – Tacloban 

after the typhoon Yolanda (Haiyan) 

The convent; the gym at ex-

treme left is gone. 

Janssen Building before the repair 

and clean-up - December 2013 



QAC Youthzine 
Welcome to our monthly section of The SPIRIT devoted to our youth. If you would 

like to write for it, just let Maggie Atkinson know or email her your article by the 

10th day of the month! 

Spaghetti Dinner! 

March Spotlight 

Saturday March 15th 

Reservations Required 

Come join us for dinner and help support all our service projects and retreats. The proceeds from the auction 

will go toward helping our amazing teens attend Marianist L.I.F.E. WEEK 2014 as well as helping teens go to 

a service based retreat in the tri-state area.  

Marianist L.I.F.E. (Living In Faith Experience) Week is a national faith formation program that includes per-

sonal growth opportunities, Marianist education, leadership development, and social justice education. This 

week gives these youth the opportunity to reflect on the life they lead, their relationship with God, and how to 

build a community of faith with others.  

For the service retreat we will be attending a Catholic Heart Work Camp. The teens spend a week helping peo-

ple in the community build and maintain their homes and neighborhood as well as spending time in prayer and 

reflection. It is a wonderful service program for these youth.  

Our youth are interested in and are seeking ways to continually grow in their faith and share it with the world.  

Part of the spaghetti dinner evening is devoted to our Silent Auction. Past auctions have featured dinner par-

ties, wine baskets, ski passes, jewelry, antiques, theatre tickets, art, and more! If you would like to donate to 

the auction contact Katie Metzmaier at katie_aj@juno.com 

The item should be new or in excellent condition.  

The teens will be taking reservations after mass each Sunday! Be sure to sign-up soon! 

Whether you extend your generosity in the form of donations, bidding, or just ordering seconds on spaghetti, 

your support is greatly appreciated! 

QAC Youth Spring Retreat 

As we enter into spring, we anticipate all that stands before us. We often start to feel the excitement of the coming summer while 

still feeling the dread of finishing the school year and all it contains.  

Ever wish you could take just a moment to pause and really appreciate the emerging life all around you? Well, you can! 

You are invited to attend the Q.A.C. Marianist L.I.F.E. Spring Retreat. This weekend will give you the chance to pause in your busy 

lives and feel a sense of renewal. It will give you time to look at your life and help discover where your path is leading and how God 

fits into the picture.  

The Spring Retreat will take place April 11th-13th. Cost for the weekend will be $45. We really hope you will be able to be there for 

this special weekend. 

 If you plan to join us, please return all retreat forms to Maggie Atkinson, or mail them to the QAC office by March 28 th. All forms 

are available either from the R.E. office or on our website. Please invite your friends if they haven’t received this invitation, have 

them get in touch for more information and a permission form. 

Thank you so much to everyone who helps makes the 1st Eucharist Bake Sale a success! The children are very excited to be able to 

help out the community and give back to everyone who has helped and supported them here.  

mailto:katie_aj@juno.com


Upcoming LIFE Events! 

The Funny Bone I 

 

Mar.  

1 Choir Practice 10-12 in Chapel 

2 Youth Mass - Choir practice in Chapel at 9am 

 Marianist LIFE - Emmy - Kidneys (you have to come 

to find out!) 

10 Marianist LIFE - Planner needed 

15 Spaghetti Dinner - arrive at Noon to work! 

23 Marianist LIFE - John - Self-esteem/self-image 

30 Marianist LIFE - Kelly - Communication with family 

  

Apr  

6 Marianist LIFE - Planner needed 

11-13 Spring Retreat at Glen Helen 

20 Marianist LIFE - No <eeting—Happy Easter! 

27 Marianist LIFE - Planner needed 

Youth Mass! Sunday March 2, 2014 

March 2nd we will have a youth choir. If you 

are in high school and would like to sing or 

play an instrument as a part of our choir we 

would love to have you! Practice is Saturday 

March 1st from 10am-12pm, and again on Sun-

day before Mass beginning at 9a.m. This is a 

wonderful way to be of service to all those at 

QAC. It is a lot of fun; we hope to see you 

there!! 

Is there a special event about to happen in your life? Is there a 

big competition coming up, or have you won an award, or are 

you really proud of something going on in your life? Would you 

like us to know about it? Just find Maggie Atkinson after church 

or email her at Maggie@planetatkinson.com and I will post it in 

our section of the SPIRIT! 

The Funny Bone II 

 

Jokes about German  sausage are the wurst. 

mailto:Maggie@planetatkinson.com


QAC STEWARDSHIP  
Giving More than your 
Loose Change 
 
The other day I attended a 

meeting and sat in the back of 

the room along with everyone 

else.  Someone made a funny 

comment, “It’s just like 

Liturgy News 

Judy Potter 
 

 

As we begin our Lenten journey I offer these words 

from Richard Rohr. 

“It is wonderful news that we come to God 

not by our perfection but by our imperfection.  That 

gives all of us the only chance we’ll ever have to walk 

a journey into truth, into ever deeper sympathy with 

what’s going on inside of us, instead of a journey of 

repression or denial.   

Deep within each of us lives a leper and a 

wolf.  Those are the two images that have caught the 

imagination of the world about Francis of Assisi.  

We’ve pictured them but maybe never internalized 

them:  Francis meeting the leper on the road – Francis 

taming the wolf in Gubbio.  The stories did happen 

historically, but first they operate in the soul. 

It is on the inside that lepers and wolves are 

first to be found.  If we haven’t been able to kiss many 

lepers, if we haven’t been able to tame many wolves, 

it is probably because we haven’t made friends with 

the leper and wolf within.  Name your poor leper 

within today.  Nurse and tend her wounds.  Name 

your inner wolf.  Tame him by gentle forgiveness.” 

Our Liturgical Calendar for March 
 

March 2 Eighth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Liturgy Planning for Easter Season after liturge 

March 5 Ash Wednesday 

Distribution of Ashes & Reconciliation in Chapel 

7:00pm 

March 9 First Sunday of Lent 

Healing Service after Communtion 

March 16 Second Sunday of Lent 

March 23 Third Sunday of Lent 

March 30 Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

Church, you come late and you have to sit in the 

front.”  Of course the one I always liked is “The mass is 

not official unless there is a collection.”  These little hu-

morous observations remind us that our faith extends 

beyond the four walls of our Sunday liturgy.  Especially 

this month, there are those outward signs that identify us 

as Catholics like ashes on our foreheads and not eating 

meat on Fridays during lent.  As with all signs, Steward-

ship is that conviction to make conscious decisions car-

ried out in action. 

 

When we think of the Stewardship of Treasure, we need 

to go beyond the intent of giving to a purposeful outward 

sign.  This is what makes the difference.  Many times, 

especially during the holidays, volunteers in the front of 

stores ask for your help and we graciously give any loose 

change with a good feeling inside.  This is easy, but to go 

out of your way to make that special effort is the true 

gift.   

 

Jesus wants us to be like the Good Samaritan and to take 

care of our neighbor to the point of continuingly giving 

after the first time.  We need to do the same and make the 

effort of giving more than just our loose change.   

 

With this winter being hard for people to make it to QAC 

on Sundays, you can always mail your gifts to the QAC 

office (4400 Shakertown Road, Dayton, Ohio 
45430). 

Jokes about PMS just  

aren’t funny. Period. 



One Path 

By Steve Guilfoos 

Upon awakening, I saw nothing I recognized 

      Everything so different 

            So foreign 

                  So strange 

Looking back, only nothingness 

Looking forward,  

      Only a path with a fuzzy future 

 

I started slowly, at barely a crawl 

And with confidence I started to walk 

      Down that singular path 

            And soon I was running 

Until another path joined mine (or did I join it?) 

 

Unlike the divergent paths of Sandberg 

These two paths communion into one 

      And soon another path joined 

            And then a fourth ... a fifth 

Until there were dozens and dozens of paths converging into one 

 

And even with the future so fuzzy  

More paths continued to join 

      Until we all were headed 

            As community 

Into that fuzzy future . . . together 

Breaking News Bulletin 

We apologize for interrupting your Newsletter with Breaking News from the Vatican.  This is Katie Metzmaier, here in 

Vatican City and I can tell you the people can scarcely contain themselves with all the excitement.  Pope Francis has 

announced that he will canonize Pope John XXIII and Pope John Paul II.  I tell you, I can barely talk, and am so over-

whelmed!  Pope Francis will canonize them on April 27, 2014. 

Pope John XXIII, as you may remember, was the Pope who instigated Vatican II.  Although he died before it was com-

pleted, he has been given credit for overhauling the Church, to make it accessible to the common people.  His feast day 

will be October 11, in honor of the first day of Vatican II.  His patronage will be papal delegates. 

Pope John Paul II was one of the most beloved Popes, by people all over the world.  He was well known for traveling all 

over the world and for ending Communism in his native Poland, as well as all of Europe.  His feast day will be October 

22, the anniversary of his papal inauguration.  His patronage will be World Youth Day (co-patronage) and other Popes 

named John Paul. 

We now return you to your Newsletter, but keep it here for more Breaking News Bulletins. 

They told me I had 

type-A blood, but it 

was a typo. 



(Sr. Dorothy, continued) 

The Politics 

In 1964, there was a violent overthrow of the Brazil-

ian government.  The country was now under mili-

tary dictatorship.  There were heavily armed military 

police that patrolled the cities and the countryside.  

Many of these people were corrupt, accepting bribes 

from the rich landowners and businessmen.  The or-

dinary rural person was illiterate and relied on the 

honesty of others.  They worked the fields that they 

assumed were their own, until the literate, rich 

ranchers told them that the ranchers actually owned 

the land.  Since the ordinary farmers could not read, 

they did not realize that the ranchers were actually 

stealing the land from under their feet.  So the farm-

ers worked the land, sold their goods to the ranchers 

(at a greatly reduced price, set by the ranchers them-

selves), and had to buy their seeds in the “company” 

store (owned by the ranchers) at inflated prices.  In 

short, they became slaves to the ranchers.  (Much 

like the railroad workers in the US in the 1880s.)  

The ranchers wanted to keep everything status quo, 

while the farmers knew nothing of how to get a bet-

ter life.  This is where the story of Sr. Dorothy starts 

up in Brazil. 

 

The Arrival and Life of Sister Dorothy 

She arrived in Brazil in 1966.  She and the other 

nuns flew into Rio de Janeiro, seeing the majestic 

Christ statue welcoming all into the city.  Almost 

instantly, they started to notice the inequalities that 

existed at that time.  Innocent children playing in the 

street, while heavily armed military police roamed 

the streets.  The exotic mansions of the rich built 

near the hovels of the poor.   

 

Once they had barely gotten their bearings, they 

went to Petrớpolis for training in liberation theology, 

the politics of resistance and history of the area, and 

learned (or attempted to learn) Portuguese.  Once 

they started out and working with the poor, their 

main concern was to teach the people about the 

Good News in the Bible and how much God loves 

them.   

 

About this time, the Vatican II changes were starting 

to take effect.  One of Blessed Pope John Paul II’s 

philosophies was that one must be poor.  You live 

among the poor; you eat like the poor; you are 

around the poor.  The Sister of Notre Dame took this 

declaration to heart.  Instead of staying at the large 

priest house, they went from village to village teach-

ing the Good News.  They stayed at whatever house 

offered them a place to sleep.  They ate the same 

food as the farmers.  If there was no food, they did 

not eat.  Eventually, they gained the trust of the peo-

ple. 

 

The sisters began to organize the farmers into little 

villages or, sometimes, towns.  They looked for vol-

unteers who could be the community leader of this 

region.  Then Sr. Dorothy and the other nuns began 

teaching school, to anyone who wanted to learn.  

Some of the cities could only afford to have school-

ing from 6-10 pm each night, after the day’s work 

was finished.  The schools were open to anyone who 

wanted to learn.  Oftentimes, the only books they 

had to teach were the Bibles that the families owned.  

The sisters also started Bible classes; they divided 

up into groups – men, women and children.  Once 

they had read and discussed passages in the Bible, 

they would gather back together to discuss the dif-

ferent insights each group had.  It was very discour-

aging at first because only the men would talk in the 

combined group sessions.  Although it took quite a 

bit of prodding, eventually, the women and children 

started to speak up as well.  (The men couldn’t be-

lieve that their women might have different opinions 

than themselves.)  One of their favorite passages to 

read and discuss was the Beatitudes, especially the 

one of “Blessed are the poor and meek, for one day, 

they shall inherit the earth.”   

 

While they were doing their teaching, they also trav-

eled with a priest to very remote areas to perform 

religious sacraments for the people.  Sometimes, the 

priest had not been there in over a year, so he would 

marry people and baptize their children.  At some 

places, he would baptize, marry, and allow them to 

receive Communion for the first time, to hundreds of 

people.   

 

As they traveled around the country, they would stop 

in at the title offices.  There the poor farmers would 

get their copy of the title of the land that they were 

working.  Since most of these people were illiterate, 

Sister Dorothy would hold onto these titles, in case 

the ranchers would try to steal the land away from 

the working people.   

 

Around this time, the ranchers got wind of what the 



sisters and the priests were doing for the poor who 

worked their land.  The ranchers started to burn 

down the schools, attempted to disband the newly 

formed villages and communities, and started 

“Death Lists” of people they wanted to murder.  Sis-

ter Dorothy, many of the sisters, and some of the 

priests were on many of these lists.  Sometimes, they 

would hear that people were coming for her, and she 

would escape just in time.  Then she would move to 

another region and start over with them. 

 

Around the mid-1980s, the political landscape 

changed again.  This time, the country was moving 

towards democracy, but it would be a bloody change 

for the country.  The country was at war with itself 

during this time period, rich vs. poor, literate vs. il-

literate.  Unbeknownst to Sr. Dorothy, she was 

caught in the middle, as she traveled the country to 

improve the welfare of the poorest of the people.   
 

Eventually, she made her way up the northeast part 

of the country to a state called Para.  Here, once 

again, she helped the working landowners to get the 

titles to their lands.  By now, quite a few of the cor-

rupt government workers had left their jobs.  Sr. 

Dorothy also held on to these titles.  She also started 

to try to form communities with the workers in the 

areas.  She was successful in getting these going, 

even starting community-wide events, such as 

dances and gatherings.  She also still taught the Be-

atitudes from the Bible to the people.  Many of them 

did not own a Bible, but could repeat these from 

heart. 

 

Unfortunately, the ranchers became more and more 

angry with Sr. Dorothy because she was blocking 

their way of just taking the land, tearing down all the 

trees and raising cattle on it.  I should mention that 

the government had started a settlement movement 

on certain parts of the land in Para.  People could 

claim 250 acres of land, with the requirement that 

they only live on and farm 50 acres of this land.  The 

remaining 200 acres were to be left as untouched 

Amazon rainforest.  The ranchers were clearing out 

all 250 acres of land to raise cattle.  This became the 

main conflict between the ranchers and Sr. Dorothy. 

 

The Death of Sr. Dorothy 

On February 12, 2005, Sr. Dorothy was walking 

along in Anapu, a city in Para, when two farmers 

that she knew confronted her.  When she started 

talking with them, it became clear that they were 

there to murder her for money.  She tried to talk 

them out of it by reciting the Beatitudes to them.  

Then, she turned and walked away.  A shot rang out, 

then another, then another, and another, and another, 

and one last shot.  Sr. Dorothy was dead by a gun-

shot to the abdomen, one to her face and four to her 

back. 

The Aftermath 

After an investigation, the two farmers confessed.  

They are Rayfran das Neves Sales and Clodoaldo 

Carlos Batista.  Neither of them was ever paid to be 

hit men.  After three trials each, they were each sen-

tenced to 30 years in prison.  (I should take a mo-

ment to let you know that Brazilian prisons are not 

the same as they are here in the States.  The inmates 

are allowed to go home for birthdays, baptisms, etc.  

They are also allowed to have their families bring 

food to the prisons.  If the families do not bring 

food, sometimes the inmates only have bread and 

water to eat.) 

 
The person who hired the hit men was Vitalmiro Bastos 

de Moura, who also received a sentence of 30 years, after 

many trials. 

 

Regivaldo Pereira Galvão, a rancher who was suspected 

in have played a role in Sr. Dorothy’s death, was first 

arrested on a murder charge, but later released due to lack 

of evidence.   

 

Rayfran das Neves Sales was released from prison in July 

2013. 

 

Authorities have suspected that there was a fifth man in-

volved in Sr. Dorothy’s death, but have not been able to 

identify him. 

 

According to the movie, “They Killed Sister Dorothy,” 

that since her death, the Amazon rainforest has been 

cleared of 20 square miles ILLEGALLY per month since 

her death.  This is in addition to the amount of rainforest 

per month that has been legally allowed to be cleared. 

What does a clock do 

when it is hungry? It goes back for 

seconds. 
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Pastor/Priest Coordina-

tor 

Fr. Tom Schroer, SM  tschroer1@udayton.edu 

Pastoral Associate 

Secretary 

Baptisms 

Deacon Greg Cecere 

Office Hours: 

W-F-Sat 8:00-Noon 

T-Th 3:30-7:30 

429-0510 

306-8502 (home) 

qacohio@sbcglobal.net 

gjcecere@sbcglobal.net 

Community Coordinator Ken Takacs 754-0748 katmlt@sbcglobal.net 

Bread Bakers Ruby Bauer 426-7260  

Marianist LIFE Com-

munity 

Maggie Atkinson 258-3702 maggie@planetatkinson.com 

Communications Mary Rice 426-1941 brice1746@aol.com 

Community Ministry Dot Fay 236-4714 jndfay@gmail.com 

Eucharistic Ministers Amie Herbert 

Darlene Stout 

256-6417 

426-9524 

amherbert@sbcglobal.net 

darsam65@sbcglobal.net 

Finance Tom McCrate 848-7712 thomas.mccrate@gmail.com 

Futures Group Bob Brookey 

Tom Zawodny 

 bjsmcc@yahoo.com 

tomzawodny70@alumni.nd.edu 

Hospitality Marti Quakenbush 429-9224 Marti.quakenbush@gmail.com 

Interpreter for the Deaf 

and Hard of Hearing 

Michelle Petrie 409-2992 mpettree@aol.com 

Liturgy Judy Potter 426-7688 donsftv@hotmail.com 

Membership Marilyn Nagle 

Joan Ivory 

298-8908 

689-8259 

marilynjnagle@yahoo.com 

ivory_joan@yahoo.com 

Ministry of Consoling Steve Guilfoos 429-4512 sguilfoos@woh.rr.com 

Music Director Teesie Chandler 305-7996 tchandler@udayton.edu 

QA Seniors Chuck and Ruby Bauer 426-7260 cbauer002@woh.rr.com 

Religious Education & 

Youth Ministry 

Maggie Atkinson 258-3702 maggie@planetatkinson.com 

Servers & Sacristans Sharon Herbert 256-6417 sharon-herbert@sbcglobal.net 

Social Justice Chris Sitko 

Jack & Nimfa Simpson 

429-4173 

372-2883 

csitko24@aol.com 

pampango@ameritech.net 

SPIRIT Newsletter Steve Nordmeyer  qacspirit06@att.net 

Stewardship Kevin Skinner 429-4507 klskinner@woh.rr.com 

Webmaster Bill Perry 429-5807 wperry@creekspace.net 


