May 2014
Monthly Saint Article
Happy Spring? Has it really
stopped snowing, yet? Just this
week, we had 2” of the glorious
stuff. I’m hoping it didn’t kill
one of my trees, which had
started to bloom. (The blooms are all brown
now, in case you are wondering.)
This month, I chose to write about two people.
The first one, St. Damien, was a request from a
family member. It turns out that his feast day is
actually in May. The second one, Mary, Queen
of Heaven and Mother to Jesus, could not be
passed up, since the entire month is dedicated to
her, and we’re a Marianist community.
So I hope you enjoy both sets of articles.

Mary, Mother of God and Queen of Heaven
(Author’s Note: I won’t insult you by restating the references in the
Bible of Mary. However, I am copying part of a page from Catholic.org about Mary. Honestly, I could not have written anything so
elegant about our Holy Mother. So here it is.)
…Pope Benedict XV wrote in 1918: “To such an extent did Mary
suffer and almost die with her suffering and dying Son; to such extent did she surrender her maternal rights over her Son for man’s
salvation, and immolated him - insofar as she could in order to appease the justice of God, that we might rightly say she redeemed
the human race together with Christ.”
“Mary is entitled to the title of Queen because”, as Pope Pius XII
expressed it in a 1946 radio speech, “Jesus is King throughout all
eternity by nature and by right of conquest: through him, with him,
and subordinate to him, Mary is Queen by grace, by divine relationship, by right of conquest, and by singular election. Mary possesses a unique relationship with all three Persons of the Trinity,
thereby giving her a claim to the title of Queenship. She was chosen by God the Father to be the Mother of his Son; God the Holy
Spirit chose her to be his virginal spouse for the Incarnation of the
Son; and God the Son chose her to be his mother, the means of incarnating into the world for the purposes of the redemption of humanity. This Queen is also our Mother.”
“While she is not our Mother in the physical sense, she is called a
spiritual mother, for she conceives, gives birth, and nurtures the
spiritual lives of grace for each person. As Mediatrix of All Graces,
she is ever present at the side of each person, giving nourishment
and hope, from the moment of spiritual birth at Baptism to the moment of death. The confidence that each person should have in
Mary,” was expressed by Pope Pius IX in the encyclical Ubipriinum. The foundation of all our confidence is found in the Blessed
Virgin Mary. For God has committed to Mary the treasury of all
good things, in order that everyone may know that through her are
obtained every hope, every grace, and all salvation. For this is his
will, that we obtain everything through Mary.”1
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https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=4967

See the article on Father Damien on page 4.

Social Justice
A Call to Transform Our Hearts and
the World – Invitation to QAC To
Attend
The call of the Gospel and the testimony
of Pope Francis speak to a vision of faith
that is joyful, compassionate, active and
attentive to the wounds of the world.
Come spend an evening with a popular speaker Jack Jezreel
exploring the linkage between a life worth living and a love
worth sharing. This presentation will take place on Wednesday, May 21, 7-9 pm at St. Francis of Asisi Friendship Hall
6245 Wilmington Pike, Centerville 45459. Jack will not only
inspire you, but provide some tools that can help you inspire
your parish. For over fourteen years, Just-Faith Ministries has
been crafting parish resources that inspire a deeper faith, a
wider love and the courage to make a difference in the lives of
our sisters and brothers in harm’s way.
This will also be a wonderful opportunity to learn more about
putting this love into action through such local ministries as the
Ignation Volunteer Corps, Archdiocesan Catholic Social Action, and parish social ministry.
Good Friday Walk For Peace and Justice
Approximately fifteen QAC members joined the Good Friday
Walk for Peace and Justice, sponsored by area non-profit organizations on Friday, April 18, 2014. QAC probably had the
largest parish delegation in the walk. The event followed the
walk of Jesus to his execution on the cross by pairing each of
the traditional 14 stations with a contemporary issue of concern
and a matching location.
The walk was a good way to reflect on how we can help improve our community by focusing on contemporary issues that
affect society today and what we can do to address them.

Seniors’ Corner
The weather is always a safe topic of discussion. Politics "always" and sports "to a
lesser extent" can get you into an argument,
or at least a heated discussion. As for the
weather -- Spring has finally come and it is
just beautiful. The only heated discussion
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is how great it is.
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I drove around today visiting The Greene and The Fraze
Store to get information for my "Free and Nearly Free" entertainment board. Both places indicated that they will not
have their summer concert and activities publicity information available until the second week in May. I have been
checking the internet for information with respect to Centerville; Stubbs Park and the Dayton MetroParks but it will
most likely be available about the same time. Looks like
mid May for the board to be available.
As for May I don't have any thing planed.
Remember Mothers Day. There is always fishing at Caesar
Creek. You can plan a weekend get away in Ohio or a simple day trip to Cincinnati or Columbus. I have been thinking
about the Cincinnati Eden Park facilities, the Cincinnati Art
Museum and the Krohn Conservatory. It has possibly been
45 years since I was down there. Don't forget about the 200
miles of bike trail around the Miami Valley. Possible the
best is along the Little Miami river south of Corwin (where
73 crosses 42). There is board in the rear of church showing
all the Miami Valley Bike Trails. In ending just get out and
enjoy the new growth of spring and this spring weather, even
if it is on your back porch.

Saint Damien of Moloak`a
Saint Damien was born in 1840 as Jozef De Veuster, the seventh
child to Joannes Franciscus (Fraz) and Anne-Catherine (Cato)
Wouters in Flemish Brabant. Jozef eventually entered the Convent of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. It was here that he
took the name Damien.
He also had two sisters and a brother who were called to the
religious orders. Following in their footsteps, he became
“Picpus” brother, which is another name for those in the order
of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. His superiors were
troubled at the lack of education that Damien had at that point.
However, he took to his studies extremely well and was allowed
to become a priest. During his studies, he would pray every
night to Saint Francis Xavier, the patron saint for missionaries,
for mission work of his own.

seph's Hospital in Syracuse, New York. Joseph Dutton was
an American Civil War soldier who left behind a marriage
broken by alcoholism. James Sinnett was a nurse from Chicago. Conrardy took up pastoral duties; Cope organized a
working hospital; Dutton attended to the construction and
maintenance of the community's buildings; Sinnett nursed
Damien in the last phases of the disease. An arm in a sling, a
foot in bandages and his leg dragging, Damien knew death
was near. He was bedridden on March 23, 1889, and on
March 30 he made a general confession.
On April 15, 1889, Fr. Damien passed away. The next day,
after Mass, the entire settlement followed his body to the
cemetery.
Fr. Damien was canonized in 2009 and his feast day is May
10. He is the patron saint of those suffering from leprosy.

Three years later, his prayers were answered when he took on a
mission to Hawai´i, filling in for his brother was supposed to go,
but had become sick. He was assigned to several parishes on
O´ahu. While he was there, Hawai´i started to suffer from
strange illnesses, such as syphilis, influenza, leprosy, and other
ailments that the sailors and other people visiting the islands
brought with them. Soon, Fr. Damien was tending to the sick,
regardless of their ailments.
In 1865, the Hawaiian government decided to banish these people, especially with the highly contageious leprosy, to one end
of the island, Kalaupapa, where the city of Moloak´i was located, in the hopes of keeping the illnesses from spreading, due
to the fact that the only way to Moloak´i was a donkey trail.
The original plan of the government was to keep supplies for the
8,000 or so residents. The government thought that, eventually,
the people could grow their own food and support themselves.
Unfortunately for all involved, the climate was not conducive to
growing food. Soon, the area became lawless and in need of
guidance, both spiritually and governmentally.

Father Damien in 1873
before he left for Hawaii.

The vicar apostolic, Bishop Louis Désiré Maigret, heard about
what was happening over there, he knew could not order a priest
to, essentially a death sentence, so he asked for four volunteers.
Fr. Damien was one of the four to go to Moloak´i.
In 1873, the Bishop presented him to the 816 lepers that lived
there. The first thing that Fr. Damien did was to build a church
and establish the parish of Saint Philomena. Not only did Fr.
Damien tend to their spiritual needs, he also built houses, furniture, dressed wounds, and comforted the ailing.

Father Damien, seen here with the Kalawao Girls Choir during the 1870s.

Under his leadership, shacks became painted houses; basic laws
were put into place; and schools were built. He was responsible
of helping these people to start to care for themselves.
In 1884, he accidentally put one of his feet into a bath of boiling
water. Despite the blisters, he did not feel any pain. It was
then, that he knew he had contracted leprosy. Despite this (or
because of this), Fr. Damien worked harder to build more
houses, to set up a continuation of many of his projects after he
was gone.
He worked with several people to organize and continue his
work – a priest, a soldier, a nun and a male nurse. Louis Lambert Conrardy was a Belgian priest. Mother (now also Saint)
Marianne Cope had been the head of the Franciscan-run St Jo-

Marianne Cope standing beside Father
Damien’s funeral bier.

QAC Youthzine
Welcome to our monthly section of The SPIRIT devoted to our youth. If you would
like to write for it, just let Maggie Atkinson know or email her your article by the
10th day of the month!

First Eucharist Class 2014
Ali Alshowali
Johnathan Bohrer
Claire Holcomb
Samantha Sikora
MAY CROWNING

This May 4th Johnathan, Claire, and Samantha will be receiving the sacrament of First
Holy Communion. This week as we celebrate
the Easter season please pray for them and
their journey towards the age of reason where
they will begin to fully understand and participate in our most blessed sacrament.

VBS REGISTRATION!

Register for our summer program after mass any Sunday in May.
On Sunday, May 4th, the Jr.
Summer is coming soon and with that comes our
High Class will be leading the
Vacation Bible School Program, June 6th-8th.
May Crowning for the Religious Education Program. If
We are very excited to be doing a weekend program this year in June. We
you would like to attend, please
are planning it in conjunction with NACMS. This year we are adding in
join us in the Grotto at 9:15 on
special sessions just for kids 10 and up. We are spending time with the
Sunday morning.
Marianist artists on the property. It should be a wonderful weekend for all. It
is time to sign up to attend, teach, and volunteer for this enriching program.
Check out all the information on our website at:
https://sites.google.com/a/qac-ohio.org/youth/family-programs/vacationbible-school

Mark your Calendars!
JUNE is Religious Education Registration
Registration for all Religious Education Classes and Programs will be in the month of June. We want to be
able to have to entire summer to build a great program for your kids! Keep an eye on the bulletin and the QAC
Website for more information in the coming weeks or see Maggie Atkinson if you would like to know more.

The Funny Bone I

Upcoming LIFE Events!
VBS Registration All MAY Long !!!
May
4

CrossRoads—Marianist L.I.F.E.—Jackie and Kendra

11

Marianist L.I.F.E.—no meeting Happy Mother’s Day!

18

CrossRoads—Marianist L.I.F.E –Planner needed

25

Marianist L.I.F.E—No Meeting Memorial Day

2014/2015 Religious Education Registration
All JUNE Long !!!
June
1

Marianist L.I.F.E.—Planner needed

8

Marianist L.I.F.E.—Welcome Picnic!!

15

Marianist L.I.F.E.—No Meeting Happy Father’s Day!

22

Marianist L.I.F.E.—Planning Meeting

Is there a special event about to happen in your life? Is there a
big competition coming up, or have you won an award, or are
you really proud of something going on in your life? Would you
like us to know about it? Just find Maggie Atkinson after church
or email her at Maggie@planetatkinson.com and I will post it in
our section of the SPIRIT!

The Funny Bone II

QAC STEWARDSHIP Stewardship Pledge
We use the dandelion as a symbol of our strong belief and
commitment to spreading the
word. But who would want to
be compared to a weed? Have
you ever seen a dandelion root?
It's as deep as the plant is tall
and it goes straight down. If you've struggled to pull
up a dandelion in your yard, you know the strength
of that root! Not only does the dandelion's root help
the plant anchor itself in the soil; it's also a very effective nutrient-delivery system. As the root goes
deep into the soil, it absorbs the food and moisture
the plant needs to stay healthy.

help you tap into richer soil and find all the grace you
need.
We deepen that faith every week by hearing the word and
receiving the Eucharist at Mass. It's the perfect place to
be seated in the presence of the Lord, surrounded by your
brothers and sisters; you can't help but absorb God's grace
and strength.
QAC is a very giving community. As the dandelion has
deep roots, when it blooms, the seeds spread where the
wind takes them. As children of God we find ourselves
either pursuing God's Word or sharing and spreading
God's Word. In sharing, we give of our time through
prayer and helping others; our talent through teaching and
singing; and our treasure through our weekly offering.
Just to name a few.
There is so much that Gods wants to give you and there is
so much that you can give. As we start to enter a new
year in the QAC calendar, there are two things I would
like you to consider as a Stewardship pledge to the community.
1. Ken's term as community coordinator is coming to an
end. Pray about how you can give of your time and talent
to this wonderful community. If not as community coordinator, maybe you can use your talent in some other role.
2. Your gracious donations every Sunday is very important. Pray about how you can give a little more each
week. Consider giving maybe $1, $5, $10 or more.

QAC is a faith filled community. Deep roots of faith
help you in times of distress. Even when your heart
feels like those gnarled and knotted roots that skim
the surface of the forest, you can take comfort in the
fact that there are great riches of nourishment and
strength available to you. You don't have to stay on
the surface! The Holy Spirit is powerful enough to

A Dandelion might look like a weed, but in Gods' eyes we
are the flower in his work, so root yourself in his word,
absorb his grace and give of yourself.

Liturgy News

May Liturgy Calendar (all Sunday liturgies begin at 10:30)

Judy Potter

May 4 – 3rd Sunday of Easter

Father Edward Hays encourages us to pray all
ways. We often think of prayer as a time set
aside. Prayer happens whenever we are deeply aware of
our thoughts, words, and actions and invite God to be present in them. Our liturgies are a perfect prayer expression
of who we are as community – our love for our God, love
for each other, love and concern for all beyond these walls,
and our care for this sapphire globe that is our home. A
community member lovingly and prayerfully plans each
liturgy. So many people give their time and talent to make
it happen. With great intention we create and then gather.
Every part of this is prayer. I believe that our liturgies help
us to go out and to be the holy people God calls us to be.
A deep bow to all who had any part in our Lenten, Holy
Week, and Easter celebrations. What a wonderful gift!

Liturgy Planning for June 15 – July 27 Join us for light
lunch and planning in Si-lounge after liturgy.
May 11 – 4th Sunday of Easter – First Eucharist Celebration
May 18 – 5th Sunday of Easter
May 25 – 6th Sunday of Easter & Children’s Liturgy of the Word –
Healing Service

The Warmth of a Hug
By Steve Guilfoos

April is but a song we sing
Spring the way we dance
For Love is not an emotion . . .
It is simply the act of living in communion
Come on now and bend those elbows
It’s time to share the warmth of a hug
April is but a song we sing
Spring the way we dance

Sun

BREAD BAKERS:
4 Mary Rice
11 Marilyn McCrate
18 Mary Lou Meers
25 Amie Herbert

4
9:00 RE / Crossroads
Adult Faith Formation
10:30 Mass
Liturgy Planning after Mass

11
9:00 RE
Adult Faith Formation
10:30 Mass

18
9:00 RE / Crossroads
10:30 Mass

25
10:30 Mass
Children’s Liturgy
(No Donut & Bagel - Will be next
week)

If you'd like to make
the Eucharistic Bread
or for info, call Ruby
Bauer, 426-7260.
Recipes furnished.
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6:30 Steering Committee
7:30 Community Meeting
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Pastor/Priest Coordinator

Fr. Tom Schroer, SM

tschroer1@udayton.edu

Pastoral Associate
Secretary
Baptisms

Deacon Greg Cecere
Office Hours:
W-F-Sat 8:00-Noon
T-Th 3:30-7:30

429-0510
qacohio@sbcglobal.net
306-8502 (home) gjcecere@sbcglobal.net

Community Coordinator Ken Takacs

754-0748

katmlt@sbcglobal.net

Bread Bakers

Ruby Bauer

426-7260

Marianist LIFE Community

Maggie Atkinson

258-3702

maggie@planetatkinson.com

Communications

Mary Rice

426-1941

brice1746@aol.com

Community Ministry

Terri Blanken

723-0151

terriblanken723@gmail.com

Eucharistic Ministers

Amie Herbert
Darlene Stout

256-6417
426-9524

amherbert@sbcglobal.net
darsam65@sbcglobal.net

Finance

Tom McCrate

848-7712

thomas.mccrate@gmail.com

Futures Group

Bob Brookey
Tom Zawodny

Hospitality

Marti Quakenbush

429-9224

Marti.quakenbush@gmail.com

Interpreter for the Deaf
and Hard of Hearing

Michelle Petrie

409-2992

mpettree@aol.com

Liturgy

Judy Potter

426-7688

donsftv@hotmail.com

Membership

Marilyn Nagle
Joan Ivory

298-8908
689-8259

marilynjnagle@yahoo.com
ivory_joan@yahoo.com

Ministry of Consoling

Steve Guilfoos

429-4512

sguilfoos@woh.rr.com

Music Director

Teesie Chandler

305-7996

tchandler@udayton.edu

QA Seniors

Chuck and Ruby Bauer

426-7260

cbauer002@woh.rr.com

Religious Education &
Youth Ministry

Maggie Atkinson

258-3702

maggie@planetatkinson.com

Servers & Sacristans

Sharon Herbert

256-6417

sharon-herbert@sbcglobal.net

Social Justice

Chris Sitko
Jack & Nimfa Simpson

429-4173
372-2883

csitko24@aol.com
pampango@ameritech.net

SPIRIT Newsletter

Steve Nordmeyer

Stewardship

Kevin Skinner

429-4507

klskinner@woh.rr.com

Webmaster

Bill Perry

429-5807

wperry@creekspace.net

bjsmcc@yahoo.com
tomzawodny70@alumni.nd.edu

qacspirit06@att.net

