December 2015
YEAR OF MERCY
A student once asked Margaret Mead, a famous anthropologist, "What is the earliest sign of civilization in
any given culture?" The student expected an answer along the lines of a tool, a weapon, a piece of pottery,
etc. Instead, Mead responded: "A healed femur" (the big leg bone). A healed femur showed that someone
took care of the injured person. In other words, for Margaret Mead the first sign of civilization was the evidence of compassion (Magnificat Year of Mercy Companion, p. 5)
On December 8, 2015 with the Opening of the Holy Doors at St. Peter's Basilica, Pope Francis will begin
an Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy or Compassion. The Jubilee Year extends until the closing of the
Holy Door on Sunday, November 20, 2016. Mark-David Janus writes in his Introduction to Crossing the
Threshold of Mercy that "we do not cross the threshold of mercy by ourselves - we are on pilgrimage with
others just as weary, just as failed, just as frightened and unsure as we. We cannot cross the threshold of
mercy without showing mercy to our fellow pilgrims. Additionally, crossing the threshold of mercy demands
that we be merciful to those not with us on the journey: those too weak, too burdened, too depress, guilty,
and ashamed to make the trip". He goes on to say that "we must also be aware of all those who do not
cross the threshold of mercy because they do not believe there is anything on the other side, no God to embrace them, no mercy to cover them". Therefore, we will celebrate this Jubilee Year of Mercy as a community by "crossing the threshold of mercy" together. We will grow as a compassionate community by crossing the threshold of mercy together trusting that the embrace of our Compassionate Creator is awaiting us
on the other side .
In keeping with Pope Francis' call for an increased commitment to the spiritual and corporal works of
mercy, on December 13th, the Ministry of Consoling will be presenting a newly organized Spiritual Care
Team. This team is comprised of four of our own community members who are trained in spiritual direction and will work with me to meet the needs of our community. They will provide support for anyone of us
as we move through a health or emotional crisis. We thank God for the gift of these members of our community who have prayerfully prepared for this ministry.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
During this Pontifical Jubilee Year of Mercy, the QAC Ministry of Consoling, in collaboration with the Hospice of Dayton training for congregations, is broadening our Community Ministry to better serve the emotional, physical and spiritual needs of our community. As many of our members age, we believe that the need
for this ministry will grow. This program is designed to build community and connect all of us by reaching
out to each family through individual phone calls, a ministry of service, and an expanded spiritual care team.
As you know, we chose QAC Day to begin to broaden the ministry of service, Faith in Action Team, by including a volunteer form in that Sunday’s bulletin. We will continue to build that part of the program in an
ongoing way. At any time, if moved to do so, please feel free to offer your services by contacting a member of
our team.
We are currently building the Calling to Care Team. We have discovered that some of our QAC family, during times of illness, or stress, or lack of involvement, have fallen through the cracks. We don’t always know
when help is needed. The purpose of the calls is to “check in” with our members much the same way we call
our family members, to offer care and support where needed and to call forth the special talents we would like
to contribute. It is our hope that through this personal outreach every member comes to recognize how valuable they are to our QAC family in building the reign of God.
On the Third Sunday of Advent we will be anointing and blessing a small group of our members who have
agreed to be part of a Spiritual Care Team. They will work with Father Tom to meet our spiritual needs in
times of crisis.
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Seniors’ Corner
December is nearly here. My leaves are all
picked up, the flower gardens are cut back,
the lawn tractor has been cleaned up and
the oil changed, the rain gutters have new
screen coverings, and a little touch up
painting is completed. All I have to do
now is turn over my 14 foot boat, get out
the snow blower and maneuver the lawn tractor to the corner
of the shed where the snow blower was. For this I will wait
for Thanksgiving when my son-in-law's are here. Generally
everything is ready for the long winter nights.
As for activities; The December 6th Christmas Brunch
at the Marriott is coming together. After the first Sunday
signup 28 are already on the list. It is going to be a great
time and great food. After the brunch a number of us are
going to the Masonic Center for the Air Force Band of Flight
Holliday Concert. I will check the week before to find out if
there is walk in seating available. If I hear about any other
Christmas activities across the valley I will get them out in
the bulletin or Greg mail.

COMMUNITY MINISTRY
Within our community we have wonderful individuals who volunteer
support for our members on a short term basis. This includes the following:















Provide meals for members who are ill or to allow caregiver relief
Provide respite care to allow caregiver relief or visits to homebound
members
Share Eucharist
Light housework
Transportation to appointments
Grocery shopping
Errands
Snow removal and yard work
Handyman tasks
Simple computer issues
Notary, Living Will, HPOA, Advance Directives
Ministry of Consoling (dealing with grief over loss)
Spiritual care
Referrals for long term care support

Please allow ample time for scheduling
If you need our support, or know of a community member who does,
please contact Terri Blanken
at 937-723-0151 or terriblanken723@gmail.com
If you feel called to join one of our volunteer teams, even if only on an
occasional basis, please let us know.

Social Justice
Advent Giving Tree:
The Advent Giving Tree is one alternative to traditional Christmas gift
giving that is sponsored by Social
Justice Ministry. Rather than buying
presents for family members or
friends, families can instead share
their blessings by providing presents
for the organizations that are recipients of the Advent Giving
Tree program.
The tree will be set in the vestibule at the start of the advent
season. Carol and Dan Berridge prepare the ornaments for the
tree each year. Take as many ornaments as you want and bring
the requested present to QAC wrapped or unwrapped. The
gifts will be delivered to the designated organizations before
Christmas.
The Social Justice Ministry provides this sharing resource as a
way to put faith into action. The following is a list of the various organizations, which you can support through the Advent
Giving Tree this year:
Elisabeth’s New Life Center – pregnancy and family support
Dakota Center - inner city community center for children and
adults
Good Shepherd Ministries – home and job support for post
incarcerated men
St. Francis de Sales Christmas Gift Collection
The Advent Giving Tree should not be confused with the collection of Christmas gifts for the students in St. Francis De
Sales, an inner city parish in Cincinnati that is ministered in the
Marianist tradition. Mary Rice has spearheaded this project for
several years now. Mary collects the list of Christmas wishes
from the students and offer opportunities to QAC members to
meet their desired gifts. Because the students come from
lower income households, these gifts are often times their only
gifts for the season.
Mitten and Scarves Collection
Social Justice Participates in the collection of mittens and
scarves for distribution to children. If you happen to find good
bargains as you go about doing your Christmas shopping, you
might want to purchase some and drop them at the collection
box in the vestibule.
Gifts or Micro loans for less than a dinner out - If you are
really looking at changing the lives of people for the better and
on a permanent basis in foreign countries, these are some of the
possibilities:
Support Fair Trade – International Artisan Market
will Dec 5 at UD's River Campus, from 9 am to 4 pm.
You can buy your Christmas presents from this market and choose handcrafted goods from international
artists.
Choose a person to lend to at Kiva.org. The mini-

mum amount is $25.00. The money will be used to
support a business and will be paid back.
Or go to Globalgiving.com, where you can find a
woman whose needs you wish to support. You can
save girls from being trafficked.
Change and Be Change – non-profit organizations
set up by the Hangartners to raise funds for Malawi
Projects.
QAC Successfully Hosted “Having Faith, Ending Hunger”
Dinner and Talk by Rev. David Beckmann on October 21,
2015
Reverend David Beckmann, President of Bread for the World,
was the featured speaker for the 2015 speaker series event
sponsored by Queen of Apostles Social Justice Ministry,
Catholic Social Services of the Miami Valley and the Catholic
Social Action Office Archdiocese of Cincinnati, with support
provided by the Weavers of Justice on October 21, 2015 at
QAC. Approximately 250 people from different faiths attended the event, which included a simple meal and a talk presentation by Mr. Beckmann on how to lead large scale and successful campaigns to strengthen U.S. political commitment to
overcome hunger and poverty in the country and around the
world.

QAC Youthzine
Welcome to our monthly section of The SPIRIT devoted to our youth. If you would
like to write for it, just let Maggie Atkinson know or email her your article by the
10th day of the month!

The Funny Bone I

Upcoming LIFE & XRoads Events!
Dec.
4

Bake Day Prep—Si Lounge from 4-8pm

5

Bake Day!! 8am to 4pm @ Si Lounge

6

CrossRoads - 9:00-10:20am Celebrating Advent Unplugging the Christmas Machine

6

Bake Sale! Be at church at 10:00am to help organize
and stay after mass to help sell

6

Christmas Dinner - 5:00pm @ QAC Si Lounge

13

Junior High & High School Social Justice Simulation

20

Pancakes & Christmas with CrossRoads - Holiday
breakfast party for preschool through 8th grade before
RE

Jan.
3

CrossRoads - 9:00-10:20am

3

Marianist LIFE

11

Marianist LIFE

16

Family Fun Night - 6:00-9:00pm

17

CrossRoads - House of Bread 9:00am to 2:00pm

24

Marianist LIFE

Is there a special event about to happen in your life? Is there a
big competition coming up, or have you won an award, or are
you really proud of something going on in your life? Would you
like us to know about it? Just find Maggie Atkinson after church
or email her at Maggie@planetatkinson.com and I will post it in
our section of the SPIRIT!

The Funny Bone II

Annual Marianist L.I.F.E. Bake Sale!!
December 6th After Mass!

Orders will be taken on Sunday November 22nd and 29th before and after Mass. Or email your order to
maggie@planetatkinson.com by December 2nd.
Our annual bake sale will go towards our Christmas Service
Project and sending our kids to Marianist L.I.F.E. Week and
Nazareth Farm this summer.
For our annual service project we are working on a project to
help raise awareness and stop Human Trafficking. Our funds
will be going to support Abolition Ohio and Be Free Dayton.
Please help support this amazing group of teens with the purchase of some sweets for your holiday table!
We have lots of your favorites this year! So take a look to see
what you would like! Order slips will be available in the vestibule.

Marianist L.I.F.E. Bake Sale Menu
Tea Ring

$20

Eggnog Bread with Rum Glaze

$7

Pineapple Cherry Bread

$7

Apple Cinnamon Bread

$7

Pumpkin Bread

$7

Cranberry Bread

$7

Sour Cream Ganache Fudge Cake

$15

Chewy Ginger Molasses Cookies

$5

Chocolate Cookies with Candy Cane Buttercream
White Chocolate, Chocolate Chunk Cookies

$5
$5

Gluten Free, Sugar free, and allergy-free items available on request
Items to be picked-up and paid for in the vestibule on December 6th after Mass

savvy youth.
We at QAC should have a Social Media
Ministry Strategy. This should look at who
we want to target, what is the objective,
what is the plan and what is the best technology to use. A strong brand can better
serve our community by using technology
like a Facebook business page, Twitter Profile, or YouTube Channel. We need to go
outside our comfort zone and actively pursue new members.

What is Our Brand?
I recently attended a seminar for
project managers and one of the
talks given was on how bad we sell
ourselves, especially when looking for a job.
When you see
or
you immediately think of
Nike and Apple. What do you think of when I say QAC?

In order for businesses to survive today,
they don’t look to the past, but always to the
future reinventing them, but first they need
to understand who they are serving. QAC
was founded on these principles and now it
is time to rebrand ourselves. Today we just
need to look at Pope Francis and how he is
changing how people think about the Catholic Church.

At the last community meeting there was a good discussion on how we can increase our membership to keep us
alive in the future. Successful companies always have a
vision and rebrand themselves over and over again. One
technique that many companies use is social media and
not just posting an article on Facebook on occasion. They
hire full time social media employees whose sole job is to
brand the company and get the word out to today’s tech

Liturgy News
Submitted for the Liturgy Committee by Cathy Dempsey

Waiting in the Dark
I enjoy Advent. To me, it is a time of quiet but joyful
hope. The nights are longer, the days are colder, and
the trees are bare. We are challenged to live in the
present moment, without all the outward signs of life
we have in the spring and summer, and to trust that
life is still there, deep in the center of things. It is a
season of patience.
The world, or at least the predominant culture in the
United States these days, does not participate in Advent, and so our celebration of Christmas is often very
superficial and flat.
We resist the idea of waiting, we are anything but patient, we are very nervous when there is quiet, and we
avoid thinking about, much less embracing, our darkness or shadows. The radio stations start playing
Christmas songs in October, stores are advertising
Christmas specials starting in early November, and
there are TV stations showing Christmas movies 24/7
starting on Halloween. Worst of all, all these things
come to a screeching halt on December 26, when the
true Christmas season should just be starting. There is
a real sense of disappointment in the way we celebrate
Christmas, and I think that is mostly a result of our not
preparing for it adequately, not truly celebrating Advent.
My prayer is that each of us can celebrate Advent
deeply this year, and our liturgy provides a great opportunity for that. Really pay attention to and enter

So when I say QAC what do you think of?

into our Sunday Advent prayers and chants. Use it as an opportunity to quiet down, to slow down, to practice patience.
Pray with the Advent Scriptures during the week, and listen
especially attentively as they are proclaimed on Sunday. Consider getting an Advent wreath for home, and lighting it each
evening. Take time for quiet, silent prayer. Above all, ask
God each day for the grace of patience and waiting in the dark.

December Calendar
6

Second Sunday of Advent

8

7pm Chapel—Feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary
We join the universal church in celebrating the start of the Jubilee Year of Mercy

13

Third Sunday of Advent – Anointing & Blessing of the Spiritual Care Team
Liturgy Planning for Lent Si-lounge after Mass. Light lunch
provided.

20

Fourth Sunday of Advent

24

4 p.m. Chapel – Christmas Eve (No Mass on Christmas Day)

27

Holy Family

31

6:30 p.m. Si-lounge – Solemnity of Mary Mother of God
Party to follow

The Christmas Question
By Steve Guilfoos
Is it all about Santa and gifts
Is it all about Jesus becoming human
Is it all about a birth of love
Is it all about those who don’t have
What is it all about?
Does it depend upon who you are
And what you already have
And what you think you want or need
Or is it about others
Who may have very little
Or maybe have nothing at all
Is it about making someone else happy
Or is it simply a day
With snow falling
Tree lights twinkling
Is it about peace on earth
Or peace in our hearts and souls
Will I know when I unwrap my first gift

BREAD BAKERS:
6 Pat Weissgarber
13 Mary Rice
20 Bob Buescher
24 Ruby Bauer
27 Ruby Bauer

Sun

6 2nd Sunday of Advent
9:00 RE, CrossRoads, Adult
Faith Enrichment
10:30 Mass
Bake Sale after Mass
5:00 LIFE Christmas Dinner

13 3rd Sunday of Advent
9:00 RE, Adult Faith Enrichment
10:30 Mass
Liturgy Planning after Mass

If you'd like to make
the Eucharistic Bread
or for info, call Ruby
Bauer, 426-7260.
Recipes furnished.

Mon

22

30

23

4-8pm Bake Day Prep

4

12

8am-4pm Bake Day
2:00 Fleece Blanket
Project

5

Sat

11

19

Fri

10

18

Thu

17

25 Christmas! 26

31 Solemnity of Mary
6:30pm Mass-Si
Lounge

4:00 Mass

24

3

December 2015
Wed
2

Tue
1

5:30 Social Justice Soup
Supper & Encyclical
on the Environment

8 Immaculate Conception
7:00 Mass in Chapel

16

9:30am: Faith Sharing
(Marilyn Nagle)
7:00pm Stewardship Mtg

7

15

9

14

5:00 First Reconciliation
6:00 Faith Sharing (Tom
McCrate)

21

29

5:00 New Parents PotLuck

7pn Circle Keepers Circle 9:30am: Faith Sharing
(Marilyn Nagle)

20 4th Sunday of Advent
8:30 Pancakes & Christmas with
Crossroads
10:30 Mass
28

Jr High/HS Social Justice Simulation

27 Holy Family
10:30 Mass

New Year’s Eve Party

Pastor/Priest Coordinator

Fr. Tom Schroer, SM

tschroer1@udayton.edu

Pastoral Associate
Secretary
Baptisms

Deacon Greg Cecere
Office Hours:
W-F-Sat 8:00-Noon
T-Th 3:30-7:30

429-0510
qacohio@sbcglobal.net
306-8502 (home) gjcecere@sbcglobal.net

Community Coordinator Ken Moran

kmoranaf@gmail.com

Bread Bakers

Ruby Bauer

426-7260

Marianist LIFE Community

Maggie Atkinson

258-3702

maggie@planetatkinson.com

Communications

Mary Rice

426-1941

brice1746@aol.com

Community Ministry

Terri Blanken

723-0151

terriblanken723@gmail.com

Eucharistic Ministers

Amie Herbert
Darlene Stout

256-6417
426-9524

amherbert@sbcglobal.net
Darsam65@gmail.com

Finance

Tom McCrate

848-7712

thomas.mccrate@gmail.com

Futures Group

Bob Brookey
Tom Zawodny

Hospitality

Marti Quakenbush

429-9224

Marti.quakenbush@gmail.com

Interpreter for the Deaf
and Hard of Hearing

Michelle Petrie

409-2992

mpettree@aol.com

Liturgy

Linda Folmar
Bob Buescher

439-2630
294-7746

Linda_Folmar@sbcglobal.net
rabuescher@sbcglobal.net

Membership

Marilyn Nagle
Joan Ivory

298-8908
689-8259

marilynjnagle@yahoo.com
ivory_joan@yahoo.com

Ministry of Consoling

Steve Guilfoos

429-4512

sguilfoos@woh.rr.com

Music Director

Teesie Chandler

305-7996

tchandler@udayton.edu

QA Seniors

Chuck and Ruby Bauer

426-7260

cbauer002@woh.rr.com

Religious Education &
Youth Ministry

Maggie Atkinson

258-3702

maggie@planetatkinson.com

Servers & Sacristans

Sharon Herbert

256-6417

sharon-herbert@sbcglobal.net

Social Justice

Chris Sitko
Jack & Nimfa Simpson

429-4173
372-2883

csitko24@aol.com
pampango@gmail.com

SPIRIT Newsletter

Steve Nordmeyer

Stewardship

Kevin Skinner

429-4507

klskinner@woh.rr.com

Webmaster

Bill Perry

429-5807

wperry@creekspace.net

bjsmcc@yahoo.com
tomzawodny70@alumni.nd.edu

qacspirit06@att.net

