February 2018
It’s been awhile since I’ve written
something for the SPIRIT. Hopefully
you haven’t noticed! Had I known
that writing an article every month
was part of the Community Coordinator job I may have run away.
I’ve never aspired to be a writer or an
author, nor do I ever wish to be either. On top of that, my picture
is even posted with my article. I figure that you see and hear
enough of me every Sunday that, well…that’s usually enough for
most people who know me!
So why now?
After starting last year off with big plans to revitalize and grow
our membership, things were sidetracked by the Archdiocese
review of our finances and systems. See the Report on Parish
Financial Review for Queen of Apostles for more information.
I’d like to thank Fr Tom, Kevin Skinner, Tom McCrate and Joan
Ivory for all of their efforts through this process. Their work to
address all of the findings from this review lasted well into the
end of last year.
We are now finally wrapping all of this up by engaging the Community in deciding what to do with our reserve funds. Our discussions at the January Community meeting about how to proceed with our reserves no doubt requires some careful thought
from all of you. With guidance from the Finance Committee, the
Steering Committee has recommended to keep reserves equal to
at least 6-months and up to a full year. The final decision will be
voted on by all community members who are present at our next
meeting in February.

So, I encourage you to make plans join us at the next Community
Meeting on February 18th (we are moving it up a week due to the
Day of Caring Pancake Breakfast being held in Si Lounge on Feb
25) when we officially vote on how many months of operating
reserves we want to keep (6, 9 or 12) and then continue the discussions on how to best use any surplus monies that may remain
after our reserve has been established.
I’ll leave you with a reading from Matthew 25:28-29:
“So the master told his other servants, ‘Take the one bag of money from that servant and give it to the servant who has ten bags.
Everyone who uses what they have will get more. They will have
much more than they need. But people who do not use what they
have will have everything taken away from them.’
How will we choose to use our resources to further God’s Kingdom?
Have a blessed February everyone
and…Don’t forget to SMILE!
- David Jennings
QAC Community Coordinator

Lenten Calendar - Practices of Awareness
In the spirit of Lent, consider taking up these weekly practices
of awareness of our relationship with the earth, our common
home, so that they may join in "teaching us to discover the
worth of each thing, to be filled with awe and contemplation"
(from Pope Francis, A Prayer for Our Earth)
Week 1. Br ing your attention to your use of plastics. Challenge yourself this week to reducing plastic waste - reuse disposable water bottles or get a reusable bottle - save money and
donate to CRS. Get into the habit of taking your backpack or a
reusable cloth bag to the supermarket instead of using disposable plastic bags.
Week 2. This week, tur n your centr al heating ther mostat
down two degrees. Wear an extra sweater for added warmth.
Use less electricity by turning off lights when you leave a room.
Practice awareness of energy conservation.
Week 3. Have an embr ace-the-silence Sunday. Tur n off everything - TV, radio, no ringtones, no cars. It'll be good for the
soul.
Week 4. Challenge your self to using less water this week:
turn off water while brushing your teeth, take shorter showers.
Check taps for drips: In one day, a dripping tap could fill a bathtub. Practice water conservation.
Week 5. This week, pr actice awar eness of your food waste.
30% of landfill mass is food/yard waste. Composting is good
for the earth and your garden: HowToCompost.org

Week 6. This week, consider planting a tr ee. Trees r educe
stormwater run-off, absorb CO2, and if planted on teh south or
west sides of your house, provide cooling shade in the summer.
Trees also provide habitat for pollinators and songbirds. Spring
is a perfect time to plant trees.
Week 7. Conventionally gr own coffee causes defor estation.
This week, challenge yourself to choose shade-grown, organic
coffee and teas or reducing the amount that you drink, as a more
sustainable option.
Week 8. Br ing your awar eness this week to your purchasing
of new items, especially those with a lot of packaging and those
made with petroleum/plastic. What items can you borrow or buy
second-hand?

Cherish, As You Are Cherished.
from Grace Talks with Philip Gulley

I met a woman this past week who had given birth back in the
summer and she was at that stage where all she wanted was a
night’s sleep. Her baby had started out having his days and
nights turned around, then he’d gotten one ear infection after
another. She’d taken six months maternity leave, but now was
having to go back to work and wasn’t sure how she was going
to do it. Listening to her, I remembered when Spencer was
about that same age and began getting ear infections that the
doctors seemed unable to cure, so we asked her mother, Ruby
Apple, what to do. Joan’s mother was a walking encyclopedia
of farmer almanac, old-timey remedies. Rub a potato slice on
spider bites, for instance, or rub Vick’s Vapor Rub on your
stomach to get rid of unwanted fat. So we asked her what you
did when your baby had an ear infection and she said for us to
try whiskey, so we did, but it only made us lightheaded and
woozy.
Oh, babies. I was thinking this week about how major religions identified their leading characters. The Dalai Lama, for
instance, was discovered living with a peasant family in a
small village in Tibet at the age of two. Mohammed was 40
years old when he was visited by the angel Gabriel and received his first revelation from God. We’re not sure when
Buddha was recognized as the Buddha, but we do know it
didn’t happen until after he had died. We know roughly 400
years passed before his teachings were written down.
Christianity, on the other hand, began with a baby, whose
status was known even before he is born, or so the gospels
tell us.
“You will conceive in your womb and bear a son,” the angel
Gabriel told Mary.
“You will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be
called the Son of the Most High.”
I’m not pointing this out as evidence of Christianity’s superiority. I wouldn’t want you to say, “Aha, Jesus’s greatness was
known even before he was born. That means Christianity is
better than other religions.” I’m not saying that. I am saying
we shouldn’t overlook the inclusion of an infant, since it is a
rather unique event among religions and therefore merits reflection.
Concerning children, I heard two interesting comments recently. A woman and I were discussing the tensions between
the United States and North Korea and she said, “Why don’t
the leaders of the U.S. and North Korea realize we’re all children of God?” The second comment was made by an atheist
friend of mine who said, “The problem with religion is that it
infantilizes people.” I wasn’t sure what infantilize meant, so
I looked it up just as soon he left. I had told him one could be
Christian and intelligent, so didn’t want him to know I didn’t
know what infantilize meant. It means to cause a grown person to act like an infant or child. The psychiatrist Sigmund
Freud believed that. He thought religion kept adults from
accepting responsibility for their own lives. He also thought
cocaine would cure his stomach problems, so you might take
his assertions with a grain of salt.

So if we go around saying we’re a child of God, are we regressing to childhood? Yes, of course some people use religion as an
excuse to never grow up. They attribute everything to God, thereby denying their own responsibility for anything. I know a man
who’s been fired from every job he’s ever had. When he talks
about it, he says, “I guess it just isn’t God’s will for me to have a
steady job. I think he wants me to depend upon him.” When he
said that, I thought for a moment it was God’s will for me to
shake him, but then I accepted responsibility for my own feelings
and didn’t do it. Do you see how that works?
Religion can cause some people to regress to childhood, it can
infantilize them, but it certainly doesn’t have to. So what does it
mean when we say all people are children of God? What we’re
saying is that those persons most precious to us, our children, and
by that I don’t mean just our biological children, but the world’s
children, in all their innocence, worth, and promise, symbolize
our value to God. God loves us as we love them. We are God’s
children. This is not an excuse to reject responsibility, it is an
indication of value. We are God’s children. All of us. Which
means the next time we get angry at someone and wish them ill,
what we’re really doing is wishing misfortune to befall one of
God’s children. It would be no different than someone wishing
our children ill. Put yourself in God’s shoes.
Do you remember how people gathered in the streets celebrating
when Osama Bin Laden was killed? Despite all the evil he had
committed, I was sickened by that, and I figured out why this
week. I thought how heart-wrenching it would be to have a child
who, despite your best efforts and deepest love, perpetrated great
evil, then for that child to die before they had committed themselves to a more loving path. It is never a cause for celebration
when someone’s child dies so deeply broken.
We are God’s children, all of us together.
We were playing Play-Doh with Madeline this week. She made a
little lump about the size of a jellybean, laid it on the kitchen
table, then rolled out a little Play-Doh blanket for it. We asked
her who it was.
“It’s baby Jesus,” she said.
“Who’s Jesus’s mommy?” I asked.
“Elsa,” she said. Elsa is the queen in the Disney movie Frozen.
“Well, then, who’s Jesus’s daddy?” Joan asked.
“Olaf,” she said. Olaf is the snowman in Frozen.
I was going to correct her, but then decided against it, because I
thought it was pretty good theology. I mean, think about it, if
God can have all these children, then why can’t Jesus have all
these parents? Why can’t Jesus have all these people cherish
him? And a snowman, too. What the heck!
What if that caught on? What if every adult loved every child as
their own? Wouldn’t that be something!

Love widely, friends. Cherish, as you are cherished. Wherever
you are, whomever you are with, give birth to love.

Social Justice
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QAC Social Justice Creates Opportunity to
Raise Funds for Homelessness and Food Pantries

“It’s baby Jesus,” she said.
“Who’s Jesus’s mommy?” I asked.
“Elsa,” she said. Elsa is the queen in the Disney movie Frozen.
“Well, then, who’s Jesus’s daddy?” Joan asked.
“Olaf,” she said. Olaf is the snowman in Frozen.

Hunger and homelessness remains a major social issue in the
Miami Valley area that demands a Christian response in concrete actions such as increasing the understanding of the problem and helping to find a solution to it. Although the economy
has improved, there are still a significant number of families
and individuals who are homeless and hungry. Some communities live in “food deserts” in which grocery stores are miles
away and inaccessible to them. Shelters are at full capacity;
demand is still high for goods in food banks; and many children still go to school hungry.

I was going to correct her, but then decided against it, because I
thought it was pretty good theology. I mean, think about it, if
God can have all these children, then why can’t Jesus have all
these parents? Why can’t Jesus have all these people cherish
him? And a snowman, too. What the heck!

QAC Social Justice Ministry has responded to the needs of the
hungry and homeless in our community through its financial
support of organizations that serve our brothers and sisters in
need:

Love widely, friends. Cherish, as you are cherished. Wherever
you are, whomever you are with, give birth to love.








Dakota Street Project: provides education and nutrition to
youth in the Dayton’s McFarlane neighborhood.
Daybreak: provides shelter for runaway youth.
Greene County Interfaith Network: provides shelter for
displaced families in Greene County.
Homefull: provides social services for the Dayton homeless
House of Bread: provides community meals daily to lowincome families.
St. Vincent: provides shelter for displaced individuals.

In addition, QAC has been the annual site of the Day of Caring
Pancake/Sausage Breakfast that raises funds for food bank and
homeless shelters in the Miami Valley Area. Once again, on
February 25, 2018, QAC will hold this event in Si-Lounge following liturgy for QAC members and the public at-large starting at 11 a.m. Come and support this worthy cause.
If you would like to volunteer for this event, please e-mail
Chris Sitko at Sitko24@aol.com or Nimfa Simpson at nimfa.simpson@gmail.com.

Update on Change and Be Changed
The work on two important projects, namely: the renovation of
the Surgical Room for Kaseye Community Hospital and the
Guest House continues. Thomas and Elisabeth Hangartner
went back to Malawi at the end of December to monitor these
two important projects. The Surgical Room renovation will
allow volunteer surgeons to perform free surgeries to the residents of that area and the Guest House expansion will living
areas for the visiting surgeons and doctors.
The family of Polly Lauer gave a generous donation to QAC in
the amount of $20,000. The QAC community approved donating $15,000 of this to Change and Be Changed to provide
much-needed funds for this budding non-profit. The im-

What if that caught on? What if every adult loved every child
as their own? Wouldn’t that be something!

portance of outside donations to Change and Be Changed is
critical to sustaining the mission of the organization and maintaining its non-profit (501(c)(3)) status.

Social Justice Ministry Thanks QAC
During the Advent season, we set up the Advent Giving Tree
to solicit specific items for four organizations: Good Shepherd
Ministry, Elisabeth New Life, Dakota Center and Change and
Be Changed Scholarship Program. Mary Rice and Marilyn
Nagle also collected gift cards for St. Francis de Sales Parish,
an inner City school and parish in Cincinnati where Fr. Gene
Contadino, SM is the Pastor. Margie and Tom Hudnell also
collected gift cards for St. Vincent de Paul Shelter. QAC
members once again demonstrated their generous spirit and we
received donations. The goods have been delivered to these
organizations. Gift cards have been delivered and these organizations are grateful for our generosity. Scholarship donations
to Change and Be Changed have been deposited and will help
fund deserving students in Malawi.
Thank you QACers!

Upcoming Event – Seder Meal
Social Justice Ministry and the Adult Faith Formation will
sponsor a Seder Meal on Saturday, March 4, 2018 at SiLounge. This important Jewish tradition is an opportunity to
reflect on the on-going saga of people who are driven from
their homes for various political, economic and social reasons
over a traditional Seder meal. More information will be forthcoming.
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Last month I rambled on as to how I was
getting ready for winter by moving out
from the corner of the shed checked out
and starting the show blower. Well I am
glad I did because I used it at least 5 time
already this winter season. An ounce of
prevention is better then my foul language,

February Birthdays

11 PEGGY CASHERO

Seniors’ Corner

so says Ruby.
For February borrow your grand kids (K-12) and take
them to TechFest 2018 at Sinclair Community College Sat
Feb 17th (10 to 6 pm) Sun 18th (11 to 5 pm). This is a great
STEM weekend at SCC Bldg 12 at 301 West 4th St. Free
parking in garage off 4th St. Seventy 70+ hands on displays, demonstrations and presentations by the five local colleges, technical societies, clubs and industry. I enjoy it as
much (more) then the grand kids.
For musical activities try Beavercreek High School
"Weekend of Jazz 2018" March 1st, 2nd and 3rd. The Victor Wooten Band and the Dave Liebman Band are the headliners 8:00PM Friday and Saturday evenings respectively. I
prefer the Saturday 9AM to 5PM Miami Valley High School
Jazz Band Exhibition. This is Big Band Jazz like we had in
the 40s and 50s. Each high school group has a 30 minute set
with two stages going in parallel. These high school groups
are from very good to great to spectacular. Beavercreek this
year has 3 jazz bands going up this entertainment spectrum.
To get additional details Google/Bing "Weekend of Jazz
2018" for headliner tickets and participating schools.

There seems to be a real problem with teens eating Tide
pods. Researchers have noticed that it is pretty easy to
convince ladies not to eat
them.
It is much more difficult to
deter gents.

QAC Youthzine
Welcome to our monthly section of The SPIRIT devoted to our youth. If you would
like to write for it, just let Erica Rudemiller know or email her your article by the
10th day of the month!

Young Disciple Spotlight
Claire Holcomb
age: 11

How long been going to QAC? 7 years

Favorite food: crepes

Favorite Church song? They will know we are Christians

Favorite thing about QAC? How we show our appreciation for each other
Role Model: My mom

One thing you do to follow Jesus: Meditate

One message to give to all of QAC: Have self confidence

Upcoming events:
Feb 10th- Middle School Laser tagging, stay
tuned for details!
March 24th- Skyzone- Chaperones needed!
March 31st- Breakfast with the Easter Bunny,
and Easter Egg Hunt

In And Around QAC

Advent Dancers

Tom & Flo Cobey
Bob & Carol Volk

Stewardship is More Than
Money.
As we begin our Lenten journey this
month, we should begin to think
about the sacrifices we would like to
make in preparation for our Easter Celebration. Lent is a
time of reflection and unlike New Year’s resolutions, we
should look at how we can actually make a change in our
lives. Typically, we see Lent as a time of giving up
something and usually it is food like chocolate, beer, or
that Starbucks Café Latte. Then after Easter Sunday, we
are back to eating what we gave up. Stewardship wants
that change to be permanent.
So what can you do this Lent that can make a difference? Conversion means leaving behind an old way of
living and acting in order to embrace new life in
Christ. It could be reaching out to someone in need, helping at the local food bank, or reconciling with friend you
hadn’t spoken to in a long time. Changes like this will
last well beyond Easter.
Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice for our sins. We should
be able to do something that will have a major impression
on someone’s life.

COMMUNITY MINISTRY
Within our community we have wonderful individuals who
volunteer support for our members on a short term basis. This
includes the following:















Provide meals for members who are ill or to allow caregiver relief
Provide respite care to allow caregiver relief or visits to
homebound members
Share Eucharist
Light housework
Transportation to appointments
Grocery shopping
Errands
Snow removal and yard work
Handyman tasks
Simple computer issues
Notary, Living Will, HPOA, Advance Directives
Ministry of Consoling (dealing with grief over loss)
Spiritual care
Referrals for long term care support

Please allow ample time for scheduling
If you need our support, or know of a community member who
does, please contact Terri Blanken
at 937-723-0151 or terriblanken723@gmail.com
If you feel called to join one of our volunteer teams, even if
only on an occasional basis, please let us know.

Snow
By Carol Nordmeyer

Snow
By Steve Guilfoos

Snow, snow
Chilly snow.
See it come,
Watch it go.

White and fluffy
Wet and heavy
So many kinds of snow

Snow, snow.,
Sleet and ice.
Not so friendly
Not so nice.

Winter wonderland
Icy streets
Putting on a glorious show

Snow, snow.
Shovel the snow.
Pitch it high and
Pitch it low.

Smiling snowmen
... and women
Kids sledding down a hill

Freeze your fingers
Freeze your nose;
Freeze your ears and
Freeze your toes.

And yet we stay
Bundled up in blankets
Inside avoiding the chill

Snow, snow
All that snow.
Make it stop.
I want no mo.

Sun
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If you'd like to make
the Eucharistic Bread
or for info, call Ruby
Bauer, 426-7260.
Recipes furnished.
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Pastor/Priest Coordinator

Fr. Tom Schroer, SM

tschroer1@udayton.edu

Pastoral Associate
Secretary
Baptisms

Deacon Greg Cecere
Office Hours:
W-F-Sat 8:00-Noon
T-Th 3:00-6:30

429-0510
qacohio@sbcglobal.net
306-8502 (home) gjcecere@sbcglobal.net

Community Coordinator Dave Jennings

djenningsoh@yahoo.com

Bread Bakers

Ruby Bauer

426-7260

Communications

Mary Rice

426-1941

brice1746@aol.com

Community Ministry

Terri Blanken

723-0151

terriblanken723@gmail.com

Crossroads

Violet Hutchison

215-4672

youthministryqac@gmail.com

Eucharistic Ministers

Amie Herbert
Lisa Measures

256-6417

amherbert@sbcglobal.net
lisameasures@gmail.com

Finance

Tom McCrate

848-7712

thomas.mccrate@gmail.com

Hospitality

Marti Quakenbush

429-9224

Marti.quakenbush@gmail.com

Interpreter for the Deaf
and Hard of Hearing

Michelle Petrie

409-2992

mpettree@aol.com

Liturgy

Katie Hamilton
Chalsi Campbell

239-1574
419-706-5216

katie-hamilton@hotmail.com
chalsi.eastman@gmail.com

Marianist LIFE Community

Emmy Hamilton

654-1573

ehamilt1@ashland.edu

Membership

Marilyn Nagle
Joan Ivory

298-8908
689-8259

marilynjnagle@yahoo.com
ivory_joan@yahoo.com

Ministry of Consoling

Steve Guilfoos

429-4512

sguilfoos@woh.rr.com

Music Director

Teesie Lupp

305-7996

trlupp@udayton.edu

QA Seniors

Chuck and Ruby Bauer

426-7260

charles.bauer6402@att.net

Religious Education &
Youth Ministry

Erica Rudemiller
Office: T/Th 1-4

Servers & Sacristans

Sharon Herbert

256-6417

sharon-herbert@sbcglobal.net

Social Justice

Chris Sitko
Jack & Nimfa Simpson

429-4173
372-2883

csitko24@aol.com
pampango@gmail.com

SPIRIT Newsletter

Steve Nordmeyer

Stewardship

Kevin Skinner

427-4507

klskinneroh@gmail.com

Webmaster

Bill Perry

429-5807

wperry@creekspace.net

lerudemiller@gmail.com

qacspirit06@att.net

